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mena of geotropism are effected remain to a
large extent unknown. They are thought to be
connected with changes of position of the
movable starch grains present in the cells.
Growth in any given direction may be the
resultant of geotropism, heliotropism, and
other forces.

Gepidae, an ancient people, first known in
history as settled near the southeastern shore
of the Baltic. In the third century they made
inroads into Moesia and Thrace. In the fifth
century, with the Vandals and Burgundians,
they moved into Italy, but were defeated in
406 by Stilicho. They were conquered by At-
tila; but on his death (453) they occupied
Hungary and Transylvania. It was to check
their power that Justinian invited the Lom-
bards to occupy the Roman provinces between
the Danube and the Alps. Conquered by the
Lombards and Avars, the Gepidae were gradu-
ally extirpated, and their lands seized by the
Avars.

Geraldy, Paul (1885- ), French poet
and playwright. He wrote Le Grand-pere, a
poem about Joffre and the World War, pop-
ular poems collected under the title Toi et Mot,
and several plays which have been produced
by the comedie Franchise, among them Ro-
bert et Marianne (1926).

Geraint, a knight in the Arthurian legends,
who appears in the Mabinogion as Geraint
the son of Erbin. See Tennyson's Geraint and
Enid.

Geranium, a family of more or less aro-
matic plants and its most important genus.
The family (Geraniacese) contains n general
and 473 species, common in temperate re-
gions, and particularly in South Africa. The
genus Geranium includes about 273 species in
the United States and Europe. The wild ger-
anium, or 'crane's bill,' of the United States
is G. Maculatum, one of the common, early
blooming flowers, with rounded, deeply cleft
leaves, and numerous large, magenta pink
flowers. The widely distributed herb, Robert
(G. robertianum), is a rank-odored plant,
common on rocks, where its soft, compound,
fern-like leaves and pink little flowers are very
attractive. An Alaskan species (Geriantkum)
bears very large flowers. Garden geraniums
belong to the genus Pelargonium, differing
from the genus Geranium in the irregularity
of the corolla.

Gerard, Conrad Alexandra (1729-90),
French statesman. While secretary to the
Council of State, he represented France in the
negotiations with Benjamin Franklin and
others that brought about the Franco-Ameri-

can Alliance (1778); and in 1778-9 he acted
as the first French minister to the United
States.
Gerard, Etienne Maurice, Count (1:773-
1852), French commander. Ho became fa-
mous by a splendid charge ut Austcrlitz. In
Napoleon's Russian expedition he rendered
great service to France; as also in the cam-
paign of 1814. In 1831-32 he expelled the
Dutch army from Flanders, and forced Ant-
werp to surrender.
Gerard, Francois Pascal, Baron (1770-
1837), French painter, was born in Rome. He
studied at Paris under David. A portrait of
Madame Bonaparte (7709), followed by por-
traits of Madame Rccamicr, Madame de
Stael, Napoleon, Talleyrand, and others,
placed him in the foremost rank of contem-
porary portrait painters.
Gerard, James Watson (1867- ), Am-
erican lawyer and diplomat, born at Gcneseo,
N. Y. He studied at Columbia and the New
York Law School, and began law practise in
New York City in 1892. He was chairman
for four years of the Democratic campaign
committee of N. Y. county, and was elected
associate justice of the Supreme Court of
New York in 1908, an ofuce which he resigned
in July, 1913, on his appointment as ambassa-
dor to Germany. Upon the breaking off of
diplomatic relations with Germany, he was
recalled and retired that year from diploma-
tic service. He was chairman of the Demo-
cratic National Committee up to 1932, and
chairman of the Finance Committee from
1934. The two books on his foreign experi-
ences are My Four Years in Germany, 1917,
and Face to Face with Kaiserism, 1918.
Gerardia, a genus of plants belonging to
the order Scrophulariaceze. The species of
Gerardia are sturdy little herbs with opposite
sessile leaves, and purplish or white axillary
flowers. One (G. maritima) is common in salt
marshes, having thick linear leaves and rose*
purple flowers.
Gerardy, Jean (1877), Belgian violoncel-
list, born in Lie"ge. After studying at the
Brussels Conservatory and under David Pop-
per, he appeared, when ten years old, as a
concert player in Paris, Berlin, and Vienna.
He has played with the Boston Orchestra, the
Philharmonic Society of New York, and has
made successful tours of the United States,
France, England, and Germany. His first visit
to the United States was in 1900, with Ysaye.
Gerbert, original name of Pope Sylvester
Gerboa.   See Jerboa.